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THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

REQUEST FOR A ‘SCREENING AND SCOPING OPINION’ UNDER REGULATIONS 6 AND 14
PROPOSAL: Screening and Scoping Opinion for proposed marine fin fish farm
SITE ADDRESS: Proposed Fish Farm to the East of Hawk's Nib, Off the South East Coast of the

Island Of Bute Argyll and Bute

Thank you for consulting me on the above Environmental Impact Assessment, Screening and Scoping
Opinion. Please find below comments from the Marine and Coastal Development Cfficer.

Yours faithfully

.o Hot%k‘hsj\

Lorraine Holdstock
Marine and Coastal Development Officer



Comments on the Screening and scoping request for the proposed fish farm to the East of
Hawk's Nib, Off the South East Coast of the Island of Bute Argyll and Bute.

Proposal
The applicant is proposing to develop a new Rainbow Trout farm (South Bute) with the capacity to

operate a maximum standing biomass of 2,500 tonnes. It is proposing to install 10 x 38m diameter
pens within a 75m x 75m mooring grid. The net depth at the site is 16m. The site will be serviced by a
200T feed barge. The proposed moorings area is 48.4ha, with an overall surface area of the fish farm
is intended to be 11,485m?2 (1.2ha). The stocking density of the site will be 13.6 kg/m?.

South Bute is to be situated off the south east coast of the Island of Bute, to the south of Kilchattan
Bay. The site is proposed to be serviced from a shore base that is to be established on the Island of
Bute.

Overall screening and Scoping view

Given that this is a new Rainbow Trout farm of a large scale, in an area where there are likely to be
four further potential developments in the Firth of Clyde, and the potential for cumulative issues; it is
the Officer's view that an ES/EIA should be developed for this application. A suitable shore base that
may need to service one to four sites must be appropriately considered. There is potential for
significant environmental affects, and although these may be mitigated through proposed
management measures, it is not possible to determine their significance based on the information
supplied. Therefore, the potential impacts should be assessed through an ES/EIA, including details of
proposed mitigation techniques. The ES/EIA should additionally provide details of alternative locations
with an appropriate shore base to service one to four sites.

e The main environmental issues to consider for this proposal relate to the biomass applied for this
site is 2,500 tonnes, including:

Effect on landscape character;

Suitable shore base location, including environmental/fish waste disposal,
Effects on the seabed and water column;

Interaction with wild migratory salmeonids (sea lice and escapes), and
Interaction with commercial fisheries.
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e |t is understood that if a SEPA CAR licence is granted for this proposal under the new DZR
process, that a definitive biomass limit will not be set by SEPA and the operator will be able to
incrementally increase biomass after each production cycle, subject to satisfactory monitoring
results. The applicant has however identified a maximum biomass limit of 2,500T.

Benthic Impacts
e SEPA will determine whether the proposed 2,500T biomass is likely to be acceptable and within

environmental limits set by the CAR licence process.

e The applicant states that a baseline seabed survey has been undertaken. SEPA will be able to
determine whether the benthic report is satisfactory.

¢« SEPA and SNH should determine whether a full visual seabed survey is required for the proposal
(see seabed modelling information -
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/water/aquaculture/modelling/).

e Details provided by the applicant state that the proposed development is currently within an






